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weakest link in our system. It is dominated exclusively by the University
requirements. It must provide a type of education which is complete in itself
enabling those who have benefited by it to take up a position in life. It must
therefore be so organised as to give a general cultural standard to the bulk of the
population and enable them, at the same time, to face the varied requirements of
practical life. It must not be its exclusive aim to prepare candidates for University
studies. The value of University education is considerably impaired by the presence
in the University of men who are unfit for higher literary or scientific education.
The technical schools should train our youths not merely for urban occupations,
because the country is fundamentally rural. Agriculture is the foundation of
Indian life and will continue to be so for a long time to come.

Today, with the low agricultural prices, our farmers who are the producers of
wealth in our land, are unable to get enough food for themselves out of the soil
they cultivate. In more favourable circumstances, they have a very small surplus
to self. So long as we continue to cultivate our fields with the tools of a past
age, the bent sticK and the wooden plough, the yield from the soil cannot be
increased. If there is to be any improvement, agricultural training suited to our
rural conditions is essential. A large number of agricultural schools, small in size
and limited in scope, require to be established. Besides, our farmers are generally
engaged in some subsidiary industry during the intervals of leisure which field-
work involves, In formec days, spinning and weaving were the subsidiary industries.
Gandhiji's attempt to revive them is not a madman's dream. Technical schools
where training can be given in industries which can be carried on in small work-
shops are most urgently needed.

The Universities should be called upon to produce a higher intellectual class,
not only willing subordinates but responsible leaders, who will fill important and
influential positions in the liberal professions, in the great industries and in public
life. They must pay special attention in technological institutes to research in
subjects relating to agriculture and industries.

LEADERSHIP

Besides teaching and research, the training of leaders, is an essential function of
the University. To-day there is no lack of moral energy or disinterestedness but
it is taking unnatural shapes on account of wrong direction. The responsibility of
the intellectuals, the natural leaders of thought and life, is immense. The anxious
preoccupation, of the statesmen of all countries at the present moment when com-
peting social, economic and political views are in the field, raises questions of fun-
damental importance. The issues involved are vital to every interest both of the
individual and of humanity. Universities which have for their function the con-
serving and dispensing of the best traditions of human thought and conduct are
deeply affected by the great moral issues about the first principles of social orga-
nization, which these questions raise.

DEMOCBACY AND DICTATORSHIP

Mazzini defined democracy ttas the progress all through under the leadership
of the wisest and the best". A democracy fails if the people are not sufficiently
enlightened to be able to select wise and intelligent leaders. The leaders to-day are
neither wise nor intelligent. Scepticism and selfishness are their chief characteristics.
They are supported by the rapacity of profiteers, the apathy of the masses, the
faint-hearted servility of the intellectuals who make themselves the advocates of
devastating prejudices which it should be their mission to uproot. Without any
clear vision of humanity's goal, our leaders set forth programmes which thejr value
more than the lives of their fellowmen. They will not hesitate to send millions to
death to prove themselves in the right. Their own particular purposes should be
achieved by any means, however barbarous or inhuman.

We are witness to-day of the terrible sinister portent that some of the progres-
sive nations of the West whose names are synonymous with civilization are embarking
with cynical deliberation on a course which is in conflict not so much with the
high injunctions of the religions they profess, but the most elementary dictates of
natural justice and humanity. In a large part of Europe, democracy which was
for long considered the great contribution of Europe to world's political thought is
now abandoned. Parliamentary government is killed, the press is muzzled, freedom
of thought, of speech and of assembly is forbidden. The ordinary decencies of
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